Cape Fear Kite Fest

by David Gomberg

Anyone concerned about the demise of organized kite events should take a look at the results in Wilmington,
North Carolina.

Mike and Judy Agner have a show going on that rivals any major festival in the country. And they have done it
on a shoestring budget with no sponsors, no marked fields, no formal schedule, no competition, and just a
few friends as volunteers.

The result was a perfect flying day. Winds were straight and smooth down the beach. Skies were a crystal clear
Carolina Blue. November temperatures were a balmy 70 degrees. Crowds of spectators wandered in and around
the kiters. And twenty big show kites filled the air.

Operating costs for permits and a sound system were covered by tee shirt sales and a dinner/auction. Sunday
night, the Agners hosted a delightful “Shrimparoo” at their home.

The fourth annual Cape Fear Kite Festival is already scheduled for the beginning of November, 2009. Mark
your calendars and join us for some old-fashioned, simple kiting fun!






