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March 8th and 9th, 1997 at Arthur Pack Park in Tucson, AZ. This
club runs some of the best organized and FUN events [ have been to.
Make sure to put room on your calendar for this one. Contact Jo Anne
at (520) 326-3442 for more information. The following weekend on
Saturday, March 15th a kite fly is tentatively scheduled to take place in
Prescott Valley at the new Amphitheater. Information is still sketchy
but is suppose to be on rec.kites as soon available, or call me at (520)
779-2828 in March for more details. On March 21st, 22nd and 23rd
the Avi Aerial Kite Fest [I1, in Laughlin, NV will take place. If you
haven’t heard, this one is mandatory! Contact Kathy Plummer at 1-
800-752-0239.

April, 6th the Toby House Kite festival is scheduled for Phocnix, AZ.
Contact Justine at (602) 234-3338 for morc information.

On a separate note | have gotten involved in a local kite promoting
project. Bert Duron (President of the Coyote Kite Club) came

up with the great idea of putting on little impromptu kite festivals at
some of the smaller towns in Arizona. The idca being to promote
kiting as an altcrnative for kids to stay out of trouble. Bert, Rick
Miller and

myself are planning on flying at Sicrra Vista, AZ on February 8th,
Safford, AZ on February 22nd and Springerville, AZ on April 19th.
We plan to use public service announcements ahcad of time to promote
a threc-man festival in each town. We plan to include kite flying
demonstrations and a kite building workshop. If you arc in the area
and would like to help, or just come out and fly, let one of us know and
we can fill you in on the details.

Hope to see you on a flying field soon.
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Northwest
Dave Christenson

Things have been pretty quite here lately so [ haven’t much to report.

In December the WK A (Washington Kitefliers Assoc.) and the PCKA
(Pierce County Kitefliers Assoc.) held their Annual Christmas
Gathering Potluck. We had a large turnout of kiters, tables of food and
quite a large assortment of donated door prizes and raffle items. This
year all proceeds from the raffle and auction went to the local food
bank. We raffled and auctioned off over $800.00 worth of items. The
Mayor of Fife and the local food bank sent the clubs letters of thanks
for a job well done.

The Fort Worden Kitemakers Retreat looks like it has a full schedule
this ycar. After all the storms this winter it looks like everyone is

ready to start making kites again.

Best Winds
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Tom McAlister
Northern California

Well, it’s time for a new scason of kite
flying. Bay Area Sport Kite League meetings have been rumbling
along throughout the winter season and the Northern California Kite
Club is gearing up for spring one more time.

Kiting events are rapidly approaching and this Spring we can look
forward to the return of some of our old favorite events as well as few
new ones here and there to spice things up a bit.

On the single-line front we can look forward to the retumn of the Lee
Toy Spring Fly at San Francisco’s Marina Green on April 20, as well
Davis Art Center’s Wind Works Gallery Exhibit and Festival. This
ycar’s exhibit will featurc Japanese kites from the Drachen
Foundation’s collection and will open on May 15. The family-oriented
festival is scheduled for May 17. On the following Memorial Day
weekend, kitefliers can attend the San Ramon Wind Fest in where else
but San Ramon. The NCKC will get their scason in gear at their Lewis
Reservoir Camp-out during the weekend of March 15. There is also a
rumor of a first-time event in the Monterey area on April 14. Unfortu-

Experienced kite builders.
Experienced AKA comprehensive kite building judge.
2,375 square feet devoted to kites & kite building.

Kite Studio

"Supplying all your kite & banner building needs."

Order your 44 page retail catalog today:
1-800-KITE-991 ¢ 1-610-395-3560 ¢ kbiferrl @fast.net

Go Build a Kite

nately it looks like we have lost the Tracy Sister City Fly for the time
being.

Looking a little further ahead, plans are in the works for a Traditional
Japanese Kite flying event at the Marina Green over the July 4
weekend. Plans call for members of the Japan Kiteflying Association
to conduct hands-on kite-making workshops. The organizers from
Japan are eager to involve our region’s kitefliers and hope the event
can be an opportunity for exchange between our kiteflying cultures.
Plans are also in the works for an AKA Eddy Arch Train workshop
sometime in the late spring..

On the dual-line front we can look forward the first ever BASKL
Judging seminar on March 15 followed by the first sport kite competi-
tion of the year on April 19 at Baylands Park in Sunnyvale. The rest of
our region’s 1996-97 sport

kite season includes BASKL at Berkeley on May 10, BASKL at
Newark on June 21 and finally culminates with the Berkeley Kite
Festival & West Coast Kite Championships on July 26 & 27. The
1997-98 BASKL calendar has not been announced yet but last year it
included The Golden Gate Challenge on Labor Day weekend and the
Santa Cruz Sport Kite Classic in October.

Throughout the coming year I hope to stay in better touch with each of
you. To help with that goal we now have a bulk E-mail system in
place for region #1 1. The first mail went out in January regarding our
Annual AKA Volunteer Appreciation party. If you did not get this
piece of E-mail it means that either we have the wrong E-mail address
for you, or you don’t have an account (that would make it hard for a
piece of E-mail to get to you, now wouldn’t it?). [ plan to use the bulk-
mail system to alert
members to upcoming
events and to solicit
information for future
regional reports and of
course, to invite you to
the next party. If you
think that we may have
an incorrect or old
electronic address for
you, or if you have just
recently gotten on line,
please zap your correct
address to Chuck Sigal,
our Electronics Opportu-
nities Committee Chair,
at
<cjsigal@netcom.com>
or E-mail it to me at
<athiline@jix.netcom.com>
and [ will forward it to
him.

With any luck this new
bulk E-mail system will
help me do a better job
of staying in contact

with all of you in 1997.
Happy New Year! =)!!!




March / April 1997

27

Region

12

Walt Thompson
Southern California
Pacific

Writing this in January for publication in March or thereabouts is not
easy. The past few weeks have been cold, very wet and today is a
Santa Ana day with a temperaturc around 81degrees and winds from
the northcast from 0-60mph combined with a relative humidity of
30%, so planning is not that intuitive but here we go again.

This March there are many things to places to go. Being in SoCal or
Hawaii flying weather is all year but there is a season so find out what
you want to do and do it. The 1997 Hawaii Challengc has threc
festivals, yes count them three. What a place to go and fly or just go
and relax. Starting with March 1Ist and 2nd at Queen Kapiolani Park,
next to Diamond Head near sunny, relaxing sandy beachcs of Waikiki
starts the fun.

Following the Challange, on March 15th the Oahu Festival will grace
Kapiolani Park with the Honolulu Kite Festival on March 16th. So far
more than 70 members of the Japan Kite Association are planning to
come how about you? For more information contact Robert Locra at
(808)735-9059. Robert promises snow will not be a problem.

Saturn Cycling Tour will be held in San Diego on March 22 at the
Bonita Cove of Mission Bay. Saturn (the car company) and GMAC
(the moncy company) as well as the Radisson Hotel (the room
company) are the major sponsors with many more secondary sponsors.
Several hundred cyclists and many more spectators show up at these
yearly cvents. The proceeds go to the American Cancer Society so this
tends to have a good turnout and good entertainment for the spectators.
Our kites are part of the entertainment and provide a sense of festivity
so please come if you can and help spread your knowledge about kiting
with many different types of people. Last year when the San Diego
Kite Club was also a sponsor we had a great time. The coordinator for
all this is that man from Devore - Mark Brownton and can be reached
at (908)880-0015 or ailto:browntonmark@msn.com.

On the far eastern edge of our region on the Colorado River that fun

AVI KITE FEST will be off and running March 21, 22, 23. This is hard
to describe and you really have to go to understand but if you want fun,
good kiting relationships and not be square go there. Contact Kathy
Plummer at 1-800-752-0239 or (520)565-2116. Kathy still does not- e
have email going but maybe we can help her to see the light.

By now you should have seen the A.K.A. announcement about using
email for various functions. We in the Region have been doing this and
are slowly ramping up. This announcement adds another good reason
besides all the others. While you are on the Internet, two new and
very interesting sites from Japan highlight the Kite Museum in Japan.
These are 1) http://www.sainet.or. jp/~kaoru/kites/taimeken.html and
the second is http://www.sainet.or.jp/~kaoru/bigkite.ntml. There are
beautiful photos of huge Japanese kites with a presentation that gives a

] -"WOW" Kite Videos

different sense of what they are all about.

Speaking of Websites, the San Diego Kite Club (SDKC) has a home
page at http://www.geocities.com/Colosseum/Field/5841 so please stop
by and take a look. Links to some major kiting sites are included - e.g.
AK.A., KFS, Gina’s Fighter Kite Site. The SDKC email address is
sdkc@geocities.com if you just feel like sending email or getting more
information about what is happening.

If you are not online yet or don’t ever plan to you; you can use the
SDKC HOTLINE at (619)685-2885 to hear the latest informa-
tion or leave a request for more information about SDKC and
related kiting activities. The SDKC has monthly general
meetings on the third Saturday of the month at Mission Bay
Park, Tecolote Shores. The Board of Directors meets about
10am prior to the main meeting with all members invited to
participate.

Not ones to rest on last years laurels, that dynamic duo of Larry Busch
(Ibush14668@aol.com) and Neil Tuthill (no email yet but can be
reached at (310)696-5266) have rested during the winter and are
pumped up for the Aire Affair Kite Production Competitions for 1997.
The Flight Schedule includes March 8th and 9th at Belmont Shores,
Long Beach, CA. For April on the 26th the Ficsta Island Competition
in San Diego,CA. May has a bash set for May 31st and June Ist at
Belmont Shores, Long Beach, CA. September, moving north to
Ventura on the 13th and 14th a fine competition should rock the shores
of Ventura's beaches.

For the compctitive fliers in Precision flown standard style there are 7
different classes, Ballet has 9 classes and Specialty only has 4 classes,
for Families they have set new Family Entry Fees. If this were not
cnough those two wild guys have added a new Pro Class for 1997 and
Super Series Champions Awards. To find out more about this and have
information sent to you contact Neil at (310)696-5266 or by FAX
(310)698-6217 By the way they GUARANTEE the TOUGHEST
JUDGING for competitors.

As we start this new kiting year with many different goals may [
suggest you place recruitment of new members for the AKA on your
list. For those who share the same interests or are just starting out, a
place to go for information, help and meeting new kiting friends is a
real need. The AKA can be that place to go. You need to tell others
about an organization that not only shares you interests but where you
can help others. Touching the lives of stressed out, nearly burned out
adults and developing interests of children toward kiting gives them a
lifelong interest and enjoyment. By giving you receive much more in
return.

Smooth Winds, walter@cts.com
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Support the AKA, by Sporting
only official AKA Merchandise!

PINS
AKA Silver metal, cloisonne $4.00
VIDEOS & PHOTOS Limited Edition AKA kite pins w/ tails 5.00
“Setof 5 Limited Edition (5 different color. 20.00
1995 Tulsa Convention 30.00 15905/711/;2“ ¢ ition (3 different colors) 250
1994 Wildwood Convention (PAL only) 26.50 1994 Wildwood 2.50
1993 Seaside Convention 23.00 1993 Seaside MTA Gallery 1.00
Panoramic Photo Tulsa Convention 29.00 1992 Lubbock 1.00
CLOTHING (L, XL, XXL)
PUBLICATIONS Short Sleeved t-shirt, AKA logo 11.00
Sport Kite Rules, 4th edition 6.00 Long Sleeved t-shirt, AKA logo 16.00
Powerflying Manual 4.00 Short Sleeved , brown w/figures, AKA logo 10.00
Kites in the Classroom 5.00 - o ?lal}ic;g;i[zes f”'[? $1([2~00) 850
Flow16 Elv.a Kt ) lylon Jacket, royal w ogo, line !
T SASY 2.00 White “McBriar” Sweater; AKA logo 65.00
Manual on Kiting Events 6.00 L o
b S book Polo Shirt, red, white or blue, w/AKA logo  35.00
Club Organizer's Handbook 5.00 “Otto” Hats royal w/AKA logo 20.00
Kitemaking Comp. Rules, 3rd ed. 5.00 JEWELRY
Fighter/Rokkaku Rules 5.00 Diamond Shaped Earrings,pierced, AKA logo
Prof. Kite Leaflet (100 pk.) 8.00 small 80.00 large 90.00
Dangle Diamond Earrings, pierced, AKA 90.00
PATCHES Diamond Shaped Pendant, with chain 60.00
AKA 4.00 Rings-w/AKA logo, Mens 125.00  Women 115.00
1995 Tulsa Patch 2.50 Tie Tacs, AKA logo small 45.00 large 50.00
1994 Wildwood Patch 2.50 ACCESSORIES
1993 Seaside Patch 1.00 Telephone ?am’s - AKA logo 5.00 & 10.00
Pocket Knife, 6 tools, AKA logo 10.00
Chrome tape measure, 6’ w/AKA logo 8.00
SHIPPING & HANDLING Coffee Mug, royal with logo, set of 4 35.00
Patches & Pins 1.00 Foam Koozie with logo 4.00
T-shirts & Videos 3.50 MLD 727 kite bag, 2 pockets, w/logo 65.00
Gombinations 5.00 AKA Fanny Pack, w/logo 7.50
! . ) AKA Nylon Banner (3" x 14°) 125.00
Overseas Shipment at cost wieleseapingpole 150.00
AKA Window Decal 2.00
The AKA Store . located at
] vist & Kite Studio
phone or fax: 610-395-3560 Steﬂ'ca 5555 Hamilton Blvd.
email: kbiferrl@fast.net Ma Wescosville, PA 18106

352 Hungerford Drive
Rockville, MD
20850-4117
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