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Region 8
South Central
AR-LA-NM-OK-TX

Gayle Woodul

106 Main Street
Marble Falls, TX 78654
830-598-2414 Tel
region8(@aka.kite.org
(End of term 2002)

The Bluebonnet Kite Festival in San Marcos, Texas was a big hit with
attending kiters and the public. The San Marcos Lions Club does a won-
derful job preparing and organizing the annual event. The competition
was terrific, and demonstrations and rokkaku battles had the spectators
riveted! We even had some flight training with stunt kites on a side field,
which produced a new AKA member or two! A big thanks to all who
contributed to the success of this event!

Then we all cruised down to Galveston for the Kites Unlimited Festival
hosted by Carolyn Weir and Steven Newberry. This one had it ALL - the
big dawgs with their big dawg kites, individual dual line and team ballet
demonstrations, individual buggies and buggies with tandem rides. What
fun! I’ll be back in November!

We all met back down on the coast for The Texas State Championships in
Rockport. Rockport is ALWAYS a great festival; and organizer Dano
Wright made sure it maintained that reputation! We had many new nov-
ice fliers step up for their first competition, plus a few “been around the
block™ fliers showed us their stuffl We even threw in a Mystery Ballet,
which was real test of a fliers’ ability to think on their toes! With the
exception of a small disruption by a tourist who wandered out the field
and refused to leave until being wrangled by a quad line and escorted out,
Rockport was - as always - great fun for everyone!

On Memorial weekend, kite makers from all over met in Junction, Texas
for the annual Kite Makers Gathering. What a special, creative, relaxing,
educational, joyous, sharing weekend this is! Yes, we made kites; but it’s
so much more than just measuring and sewing. I’ll be writing more on
Junction in a later article because there’s a lot more than just a paragraph
going on there! When I spoke to E.-W. Redmond of Tulsa about Junction,
he summed it up by saying, “Junction’s the height of spirituality in kit-
ing.” Yeah, that’s it.

The only problem with Wichita Falls is that it’s either REALLY windy or
dead still. Well, we got the later during Troy Gunn’s Hotter Than Hell
festival... although it DID live up it it’s name! Troy and I proved that we
could still accurately perform the Time Warp after all these years, thanks
to music provided by Warren Harris! Quite a few folks came up from
Dallas; even Marie and Mike came in from Arkansas - and they brought
a few new sky toys to play with... thanks!

The following weekend I made a trip over to Angel Fire, New Mexico for
their festival, but was unable to stay for the whole weekend. It was great
to catch up with old friends and to meet some new ones in this beautiful
mountain location. I’ll return next year and I promise to stay a little longer!

The most recent regional festival I attended was the LibertyFest in Edmond,
Oklahoma. What a terrific group of folks! I look forward to returning to
visit my new friends in Oklahoma whenever I can. The Oklahoma Kiters
did many beautiful demonstrations, in little or no wind! AND, can you
believe it, Marie and Mike from Arkansas were here - you kids are troop-
ers! Thank you Terry Officer and David Burns! One last word: to a friend
who was gone too long - WELCOME BACK!

Region 9

Intermountain
ID-MT-OR
Rod Thrall
2106 SE 47th Avenue,
Hillsboro, OR 97123
503 681-8348 Tel
region9@aka.kite.org
(End of term - 2003)

Greetings from the Great Northwest! Boy, what a summer it has been!
We started the season in Cannon Beach, Oregon in April and won’t be
done until October. In between, we have enjoyed flying with many of
you in places like Walla Walla, WA and Lincoln City, OR. There is
plenty of flying left to do, too.

By the time you are reading this, the annual gathering in Long Beach,
WA , WSIKF will be over for another year. I’m sure we will have seen
many of you there and will have enjoyed some quality time sharing the
skies. In September, there will be the annual Asian Festival in Eugene,
OR and the Fall Kite Festival in Lincoln City, OR. Cindy and I will be
squeezing in a trip to Sacramento, CA in between these two.

Exciting things are happening down south here in Oregon. The Rogue
Valley Windchasers have been working hard to organize the first South
Beach Kite Festival in Crescent City, CA. By the time you read this, all
the fun will have happened. If you are ever in that part of the region on
the first weekend of the month, drop by South Beach and fly with them
at their monthly fun fly. They are a great group of people and have
more fun than most, as far as I can tell.

I just got word a couple of weeks ago, that Dean Turnblom over in
Idaho Falls, has gathered up a group of kite flyers and has organized a
new AKA affiliated club over there. Great job Dean! I have got to make
it over there to fly with you one of these days.

Don’t forget that the annual convention is happening in Billings,
Montana on October 1-6th. There is still time to get your registration in
and attend. The folks in Billings are working hard to make it one of the
best conventions ever and everyone who attends should have a
wonderful time.

That’s about it for now. Please keep me posted on what is going on in
your part of the region. I always enjoy hearing from the members, and
it gives me things to put in my report. Until next time, fair blow your
winds.

. 16th
One Sky
One World

‘WORLD KITE DAY”

International Kite Fly
For Peace
2nd Sunday, Every October
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Region 10

Northwest
AK-WA
Mary Bos
141Damon Road
Hoquiam, WA 98550
360-289-4940 Tel

regionl0@aka.kite.org
(End of term - 2003)

The kite flying winds have been great. The coastal festivals, Ocean
Shores and Westport, have had excellent winds... when it wasn’t
raining (sometimes even when it was raining). The weatherman
predicted a drought for the summer but so far it hasn’t been too dry.
Let us hope WSKIF will have better kite flying weather.

Eli Williams, Scott Hartley, and other of the faithful attendees of the
kite flying community have shown lots of color. The sport kite
community has been busy, we have had an event about every other
weekend since May. We have had many participants - the Novice and
Experienced dual-line classes have had a fair number. A few beginners
have now started competition, including a grandfather and his grand-
son. We even had two kitefliers flying with shared tails. Yes, Penny
Lingenfelter and Elizabeth King flew with a tail tied between their
Revs and their costumes shared a short tail - so this was true together-
ness n a pair.

For some interesting pictures and short digital movies of local events
visit the Washington Kitefliers Association site at www.wkaonline.org.
One of the featured events is the Father’s Day fly at Magnusson Park.

Dave Christensen is still working with the state on areas on the
Washington Coast for buggy use. If you would like to write a letter to
the state supporting buggying, email Dave at davec@techline.com for
more information. Write to your Washington State Representative or
Senator now while they are gridlocked.

There is still time to register for Nationals at Billings - a good time and
place to bring your favorite aerial and ground displays. Remember in
order for your bag not to be marked overweight by the airlines, keep
the weight for each bag less than 701bs. I found out on my way to
Treasure Island, last year, about overweight charges when my kite bag
weighed 70.51bs. For those driving, bring as much as is safe to carry.
Let’s show our western colors as the next nearby convention will be in
2004 at Seaside.

Remember to vote for the AKA officers before Nationals. Read their
statements and pick accordingly.

By the time this magazine comes out, some people will have started
making their Christmas gift lists. For the person who has everything or
is hard to shop for, buy (or renew) an AKA membership and a kite (if
they don’t have a kite). The magazine is one way your friends can see
what you do, especially if you send in pictures or articles.

No the photo above is not Mary Bos being abducted ... but a photo sent in
by new Regional Director Jim Martin, featuring his wife Pat in Las Vegas,
where she ran into the Blue Man Group. She had this guy "autograph”
the little kite, which he did by kissing it leaving a nice blue lip-print.

Revc

Introducin
for 2001
If you want to live a
experience, you have got to get a hold of the new
Rev “BLAST”. The power and speed developed by
our 9.5 foot leading edge supported with four extra
length verticals will absolutely amaze you! The
graphite wrapped stainless steel handles complete
your experience. Combining the control & stability
of a 1.5 SLE with the power and performance of the
Speed Series results in The Blast. The
performance of this kite is sensational.
Colorselections:
Gold/Red/Black
Aqua/White/Purple

Blue /White /Aqua

The leader im kite techrnology EOOI

tion Kites

Revolution Kites 12170 Dearborn Place Poway, CA 92064
Ph.: 858.679.5785 Fax: 858.679.5788 http.//wwuw.revkites.com




42

Kiting

Region 11
N. California

Monterey County North-NV

Brian Champie
7510 Corrine Street
San Ramon, CA 94583
(925) 829-0683 Tel
regionl1@aka.kite.org
(End of term - 2003)

The Berkeley Kite Festival ended the competition season in awesome
fashion. The usual summer fog never came in, the weather was fantastic
and the crowd of spectators was bigger than I can remember. Hundreds of
kites, large and small, graced the sky as eager competitors battled it out
on the lower fields. Check gwtw-kites.com for pictures - Dan has five or
six pages up. I always have a gang staying at the Chiteau Champia for local
events. Guests this year were Phil Kalenowsky from Reno, Susan Shampo
from San Diego, Ray Bethell from Canada and Jim Strealy from Merced.

I'recently attended the Port of Brookings event in Oregon. This small event
offers really great hospitality. They shuttled us around, fed us, housed us,
and provided a fine banquet. The local folks bring their chairs and
enthusiastically clap and cheer all day long! We all found it a pleasure to
do our demos for the crowd! Then to top off a perfect weekend, Miguel and
I got bumped from our flight. It was a small plane - and with all the gear
from the Sundowners, the Gibians, Susan Shampo and Alan Stroh - it was
overweight. United provided us with a cab for a sightseeing tour down the
redwood coast to another airport about 1%4 hours away, gave us lunch and
dinner vouchers AND $400 each! And we were home by 6pm that evening.
This kite thing just keeps getting better! COOL tickets to Billings!

Kiting here in Region 11 seems to be growing, though competition
participation is down. The retailers say it has never been better, and we
have at least four new events that look like they will become “must do”
festivals on the California calendar. One is the new Crescent City Kite
Festival scheduled for September! Another new one is the Pismo Beach
festival scheduled for October 21. This event will be the first ever kite
festival in Central California.

Speaking of new events, the Crissy Field dedication kite festival was a
huge success, both in terms of the show, but also in terms of PEOPLE.
There must have been a million people in the park that day... all having
a great time. The picture below shows thousands of the little yellow
diamonds they passed out FREE. They put nine thousand kites in the
hands ofhappy kids. For lots of pictures go to http://Kitechamp.tripod.com/
-my son Aaron has several pages of photos up! Crissy Field has to be the
most spectacular site in the Bay Area to fly a kite with huge grassy fields
almost directly under the Golden Gate Bridge. The Bay Area Sport Kite
League is looking into holding an event there next season.

See you all in Billings!

Region 12
' Southwest
A . Southern CA-AZ-HI
h \ Y (R Glen Rothstein
= W 24408 McBean Parkway, #113
: g~ - Valencia, CA 91355
b (661) 253-1405 Tel
-— regionl2@aka kite.org
| > jl (End of term - 2003)
Ready for Fall? This region sure IS!

r 4

We have more events happening this fall than ever before. The first ever
Buggy Boogie Fall Thang is confirmed at El Mirage Dry Lake on
September 8 — 9. Even if you don’t “Do Traction”, come out and share in
the rolling festivities. The Southern California Sport Kite League starts
it’s 2001/2002 Season at Huntington Beach with the Southern California
Open on the 22nd.

If you can’t make it to OUR National Convention the first week of October,
stop by Port Hueneme and celebrate “Harbor Days” by the Pier. The 13th
and 14th of October have us back at Seal Beach for a SCSKL Competition
and a Kite Festival being put on with the help of the Japan American
Society. This will be a BIG event with Single Line Displays, Sport Kite
demos, Fighter Kites, Kids Kite Making, and prizes in specific categories.
This will be a TRUE festival and personally I’'m glad that we’re back in
this category. Monty from Up Up and Away and the Seal Beach Kite Club
will be on hand to help share the joy. But wait, it gets better...The Sunday
following Seal Beach will have our newest Member Merchant, The Sky’s
The Limit Kite Shop in Pismo Beach hosting the 1st Annual “Kites Over
Pismo” Festival. Scheduled at this time is our newest Quad Demo Team
known as “Too Much Fun”, Brian and Miguel (Avispados) from Berkeley
way, Kite Making, Single Line Displays (and Prizes!), Kite Surfing
Demos by California’s own Certified Kite Surf Instructor, Kinsley Wong
(He’s ranked #4 in the world!) Fighter Kite Events, and other sport kite
demos by flyers from our region. The Pismo Chamber of Commerce and
many other local businesses are helping to sponsor this event.

Winter (68 Degrees...Burrrr) will have arrived in our Region by Novem-
ber so head over to Hawaii and warm up with Roy Morisda and the gang
from High Performance Kites. They hit Sandy Beach (30 minutes from
Waikiki) on Sundays around 9:30am and fly all day...nice concept!

1 hope to fly with you soon. Best Wishes and Winds.

Regionl3
International

Sharon Musto
272 St. George Road
Winnipeg, Manitoba

Canada R2M 5E8
(204) 255-6561 Tel

region13@aka.kite.org
(End of term - 2003)

Greetings,from Winnipeg, where it’s almost winter again and the charac-
teristic plague of road repairs and insatiable appetites of mosquitoes have
begun to dwindle. These tormenting insects seem to hit the east first, and
hatch here a week or two later. Lucky for us! The Winnipeg Family Kite
Festival, held annually on Father’s Day weekend, has escaped the
mosquito scourge for the past few years. This year we were delighted to
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welcome Ontario kite makers, Eric Curtis and Anne
Sloboda to our fair city. Festival attendees were
treated to some fabulous new kites in the display tent
and in the sky as Eric and Anne shared their signa-
ture screen printed and dyed Celtic knot designs on
kites and banners. The festival site presents a chal-
lenge to kite fliers even on the best of days, and the
wind gods forgot about us on Sunday (but carried
away a beautiful 11' delta on Saturday)... But we
still had a fabulous time.

This past summer has seen many club events and
annual kite festivals taking place across Canada,
including a new one in St. John’s, Newfoundland on
Canada Day (July 1st). Clubs in Ontario and British
Columbia have been particularly active. In Alberta,
the Medicine Hat Museum and Art Gallery exhib-
ited kites by nine Canadian kite makers from June 24
- August 5th.

Elsewhere in Region 13: France: From June 27 - July
15, Richard Poisson and Christophe Cheret, mem-
bers of Droit de Vent and Collectif Zoone, traveled
to Hebron to share with children the joy of building

and flying kites, and to promote democracy and peace. I met Christophe
and several other members of Zoone a couple of years ago. If you have
internet access, be sure to check out their flying ménagerie at http:/

l

Eric Curtiss & Ann Sloboda in Winnipeg

www.zoone.org/usmenvis.html It’s out of this world!

Colombia’s Yaripa Ecological Association hosted their 9th International
Kite Festival, August 4th - 20th. This event attracted many well-known

kite enthusiasts to Colombia. It spanned several
different cities, from Bogota to Medellin, the
home city of Yaripa, then on to Cali, the third
largest city in Colombia. Inés Elvira Uribe, Jairo
Montoya and the rest of the Yaripa family use
kites and wind to help people develop respect for
the environment and for each other, and to man-
age adversity in their lives.

Updates: Turkish delight: membership of the new
kite club in Turkey has skyrocketed since the
beginning of the year, from 40 to nearly 400. Way
to go! More sweet news: The Tarasenkos (intro-
duced in the spring issue) welcomed their beauti-
ful daughter and baby sister, Polina, into the
family on May 26, 2001. Congratulations!!

Baby Polina Tarasenko — our youngest
Region 13 member!

The Great Kite Raffle: Congratulations to Region
13 members Mark Groshens (Canada) and Martin
Smith (Australia). Mark took home the Bulldog/

Spinsock valued at $1250 (US!) when his name was
drawn at Kites on Ice, and Martin won the $3700
Buggy package a month later at the Smithsonian.
Wow! You too can enter to win some incredible
prizes, and support the AKA while you’re at it! Buy
your 85 tickets online at AKA’s secure web page,
send a check to the office, or purchase tickets over
the phone by calling 800-252-2550 or 509-529-9171
between 7AM and noon Pacific Time.

Upcoming events: In France, The Cerf-volant Club
de Montpellier invites you to the beach in Palavas-
les-Flots, for a “totally cool and playful” kite week-
end, September 1-2, with a welcoming reception on
Friday at La Maison du Temps Libre from 2:00 to
8:00 PM. One week later and “Down Under”, the
Festival of the Winds takes place at Australia’s
famous Bondi Beach, on Sunday, September 9th (10
AM - 4 PM). Closer to home, the Air Canada
International Kite Festival takes place at Milliken
Park in Toronto, September 15-16. Liinen, Germany
hosts one of the best festivals in Europe, the Familien
Drachenfest, Oct. 19-21. Have passport will travel!

And last but certainly not least... the AKA Convention is just around the
comner! As Corey said, “Of course it’ll be worthwhile. Honestly, kites are
just an excuse. It’s the people.” Indeed it is!

www.aka.kite.org

qastop!

Everything it takes to build
a kite, fabric, all types and
colors, spars, line, hardware
and more! We stock most
stunt kite fittings. Books,
kite kits, rubber stamps,
decorative thread, speciality
films and thd list goes on...

Hang-em High Fabrics
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Richmond, Va. 23024
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1420 Yale Ave.
Richmond, Va.
23224 US.A.
Mon - Fri 10am - 10pm
Phone/Tax 804/233-6155
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Same or next day shipments
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Catalog today.
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The Original Jackite"

Flying Birds

WINDSOCKS / KITES

Wait Disney Theme Parks + “Lion King® Broadway Show + 1996 Summer Olympic Games
1999 Special Otymplc Games + 1999 Pan American Games + Boeing Alrcraft
American Red Cross Natlonal Convention + Ducks Unlimited Sponsor

+ Beats its wings -

» Truly depicts a bird In
flight

+ Constructed of durable
Tyvek® 4 >

+ Water and tear resistant e it <
+ Satisfaction guaranteed

Jackite's Dove of Peace

+ Unassembled is die-cut

+ Punch out and glue
together

» Fly as a kite/windsock

Jackite's Snow Goose

+ Display as a mobile

+ People will insist you
have a bird tied to a
string

» Made in the USA.

Jackite’s Mallard Drake

~ ALSO AVAILABLE ~
Happy Gull « Cardinal - Blue Jay - Mallard Hen - Loon
Canada Goose - Blue Goose + American Bald Eagle
Bamboo & Flberglass Poles« Line + Accessorles

Jackite, Inc.
2868 West Landing Road » Virginia Beach, Virginia 23456
(757) 426-5359 » Toll Free Fax (877) JACK FAX (522-5329)
www jackite.com -+ e-mail: info@jackite.com

CALL FOR FREE CATALOG

Often Wrong,
Never in Doubt

By Corey Jensen

Howdy. How we all doin’ ? Havin’
a nice summer? Been flyin’ your
kites much? Enough with the chit-
chat... let’s get to the questions.

“Hey Corey... You started flying
sport kites in the 70’s, and things
have changed so much, I bet you
never imagined the kinds of kites
we have today. What sorts of

sportkites will we be flying 25-30
years from now?” Signed: “Won-
dering in New Jersey”

I have no idea. Seriously. My first
flexifoils in 1977 just blew my mind. They were unlike anything I had
expected. Same again in the early 80’s when Don Tabor handed me the
prototype Action 20. Just last weekend I flew one of Tim Benson’s
Phantoms and it sent me right back into that incredible sense of wonder and
delight I remember from when I first flew one. I am not a real “tricky”
sort of flyer. I just like some music in my ears, a smooth breeze and a
responsive wing. I guess the pleasure comes from the connection to the
wind. I am happy that a variety of wings is available and I (along with the
rest of you) am avidly looking forward to new thrills.

Next question: “When I just started flying kites I had a 10" black Flexi (It
came with the extendable wood control bar) and I used it to jump around
and slide across the flats in the Delaware Bay when the tide went out. After
awhile the kite wouldn’t fly with the same zest. Shortly after I met Ray
Merry, one of the inventors of the kite Ray proceeded to suck on my kite,
doing a ‘porosity test.” He told me T had worn out the fabric. Was he pulling
my leg?” Signed: “An East Coast Power Fanatic”

The short answer is NO. Ray doesn’t really have a sense of humor. (Just
kidding) Actually, it was probably the coating on the fabric that had
deteriorated. One of the methods to get zero-porosity and strengthen
lightweight ripstop nylon was to treat it with a resin-based coating called
Stabil-coat. Some kites, like the flexi, need that zero porosity to be
effective. Others can do with lesser fabrics (Rokkakus can be made from
bedsheets). Taking care of your kites, not leaving them out in the sun when
you’re not flying them, can help them last longer. Using them up by playing
hard is still the best value, however.

Time for one more?

“Hey Big Guy, what’s the most memorable thing you’ve done in organized
kiting?” Signed: “Curious in Colorado”

You know, at my first AKA Convention in Seattle in 1980, I met folks that
first day who changed my life. Folks like Bob Ingraham, Dom Jalbert,
George Hamm, Doug Hagaman, Steve Edicken, Mel Govig, Bob Price,
Jack Van Gilder, Vic Heredia, Kathy Goodwind and so many others. I
didn’t know they would have such a profound effect on me, but I was
blessed that day.

With all the great adventures that have come since that convention, with
the fantastic friendships and all the outrageous good times, I guess I have
the hope that occasionally along the way, I have offered some of that same
encouragement and friendship to others. Kiting just feels that good.

‘ Corey Time Capsule

“...the point is to buggy through change. Let nature’s winds
take you through it. Science has proven that vipstop sailcloth
and land sailing are protection against the effects of time...”

March 1999
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delighted to announce
the addition of
the Joel K. Scholz

Signature Series™ to our 2001 line.

Created by renowned kite designer, 3

Joel K. Scholz, this selection of kites is
sure to amaze and impress even the most
discriminating kite enthusiasts. As we
continue to develop and grow to meet your
kiting needs we also strive to maintain
the leading edge. Go Fly a Kite® 1s
continually reaching new heights,

and Joel Scholz brings another fantast) g ¢
facet to our already superior collection.
We are both excited and honored to have
him on the Go Fly a Kite® team. Available
i Kite Shops Everywhere!

Joel K. Scholz Signature Series &
Go Fly a Kite, you could say they

are a match made in heaven!

go fly akne

800-243-3370






