





Had a little note from Edward Garvey:
"Shame on you, Red Braswell, Prez.
I'11 lay on you a fact,
C'lectors never clip VOL 1, No 1,
They must be left intact!"

Yeteick
If you clipped your letter than that's
a pity
But you need not worry, just aid the
kitty.

Send L5¢ in stamps to me and another
letter you will see.
If you have a friend who would like

one, too,
Just let me know and I'11 send you
two. 0.K?
The Prez

THERE'S NO PLACE LIKE HOME

we have always wanted it, well--now
we've got it! The Smithsonian's marvelous
Air ana Space museum has set up a KITE
EXHIBIT,

Kites have truly played an important
part in the history of aviation, and it is
thrilling to see them honored by such an
exhibit.

The display cases contain several
fascinating kites. The magnificent dragon
kite was a gift from the Chinese Imperial
Centenial Commission in 1876. It was the
Smithsonian's first aeronautical object
and actually started the kite collection.
Also included is a pear shaped kite built
by Mr. PAUL GARBER and painted by his wife
"BUTTONS.'" The design was taken from a
child's book illustration from 1837.

SAMUAL POTTER'S diamond cell box kite
is in the exhibit. It was constructed by
him and flown on Potter's farm - where the
Pentagon now resides!

Included in the display is a kite that
was crafted by one of our own!
3-dimensional sculptured eagle kite is now
in the museum's permanent collection. It
won the Highest Overall Score in the Smith-
sonian contest in 1972.

We all remember the EDDY kite---well the

Smithsonian collection contains an original
EDUY kite which is mounted on one of the
exhibit walls. If you take a moment to
glance up, you will see a portion of
ALEXANDER GRAHAM BELL'S famed Tetrahedron,
suspended in the air. Neighboring it is
PAUL GARBER'S dual controlled target kite
(used in WW II for sea gunnery practice) a
design which some of you may have seen in
several kite battles in contests.

Those of you who have not made the
pilgramage to see this marvellous display
are urged to make the trip. It gives any
kite enthusiast a real "high!"

(used with permission of The Notice)

BEVAN BROWN'S

KALENUAR OF KITE HAPPENINGS

GUNSTON HALL FESTIVAL- Sunday, March 18,
Gunston Hall Plantation, Lorton, VA, 9:30-
5:00. Children with kites-no admission
charge/adults $2.00. Information contact
Louis Stockdate 550-9220

SAINT PATRICK'S DAY KITE FLY- Sunday,
March Mariana in San Francisco
noon to ?. Lots and lots of awards for
homemade kites. Contact KITE FLYER 861
Clara Drive, Palo Alto, CA 94303 for
further information.

ALEXANDRIA RECREATION FLY- daturday,

Mar ch Workshops 10:00 to 3:00 for
children, different ages-different times.
Supplies provided. For other information
call Helen Judy at 750-6328.

LthANNUAL BEN FRANKLIN KITE

March 25, Tacoma Park. Competitive Fly
12p.m. to 5 p.m. Separate Categories for
different ages. Hand-made and store-
bought competition. For information call
270-4048. Rain Date April 1.

COME SOAR WITH US- Sunday, March 25,

Bull Run Park. Separate categories for
different ages and judging criteria,
Prizes and awards. Also hang-gliding, sky
diving, hot-air balloons. Information

call 278-8880 (N. VA Park Authority)

KITE FAIR 1979- Seattle, Washington
March 31 and April 1. Science Center
Exhibition, Contact Washington Kite
Flyers Assn., Pacific dcience Center
200 2nd No., Seattle 98109. (The club
also flies every Sunday afternoon in
Gasworks Park)

SMITHSONIAN KITE CONTEST-daturday
March 31 at the Washington Monument
Grounds in Washington, D.C. Resister
between 10 and noon, west side of the
Monument. Trophies and Ribbons in
many a category.

SELCONU ANNUAL FLY-IN- April 7
Sandy Point Park, Annapolis. 10 to
noon is a workshop featuring Phil
Lline of Kites, Kites, Kites .
Noon to 1 is registration and kite
demonstration, 1 to 3 Contests,

L to 5 A1l Fly! Lots of prizes.

GREATER UELAWARE KITE FESTIVAL 10 Annual
April 13, Cape Henlopen sState Park,
Competitions, Lash Prizes. For infor-
mation contact Lewes Del. Ch. of Commerce.

BACK TO THE HILL> KITE FLY- Cleveland,
Ohio, June. For further information
contack Jeri Rask 2687 East 128th »t.
Lleveland, Ohio 4L120.



AKA MEMBER SHOP DIRECTORY

The following stores give a 10% discount from the regular price of
kites and accessories purchased by members who present a valid AKA
Look for the "Member Store" emblem on the door.

card and a 2nd ID.

The Climbing Bear
312 North Presa
San Antonio, TX 78205

The Cloud Crowd
19 Bennington Urive
Dayton, OH 45405

Fish Creek Kite Co.
RR 1, Box 205
Fish Creek, Wis 54212

Fly a Kite

3850 S. Plaza Drive
Santa Ana, CA 930503
(714) s5L5-2849

Fly a Kite

19800 Hawthorne Blvd.
Torrance, CA 90503
(213) 371-LLb2

Great Winds Kites Co.

The Kite Site

353-Q N. Market Place
Fameuil Hall

Boston, MA 02109

(617) 523-KITE

Kites Aweigh

36 Market Space
Annapolis, MD 21401
(301) 268-6065
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ASSOCIATION

166 S. Jackson Street
Seattle, WA 98104

KRITE

cLUBS AND CONTESTS ELSEWHERE!

The Kite Site

3101 M Street N.W.

Washington, D.C.
20007

(202) 965-4230

LET ME KNOwW ABOUT YOUR ACTIVITIES
AND CONTESTS.
included on the AKA Kite Kalendar.
Come on Northeast and Middle U.S.
How about you-all on the West
Coast?
continental U,S!
AKA NEWSLETTER.

Get your information

Those of you outside the
Get in the NEW
Send any infor-

AKA OFFICERS (EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE)

Welca D. (Red) Braswell
10,000 Lomond Dr., Manassas, VA 22110
Theodore L. Manekin 1st Vice-President
8 Charles Plaza, No. 1807, Baltimore, MD 21201
Daniel Prentice 2nd Vice-President
2021 Folsom St., San Francisco, CA 94110
Judy Neuger 3rd Vice-President
4500 Chagrin River Rd., Chagrin Falls, OH 44022
Margarette (Margo) Brown Secretary
6636 Kirkley Ave., McLean, VA 22101
CarlaSinz Treasurer
1324 29th St., N.W., Georgetown, DC 20007

President

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

William (Bill) Buckley (Alternate); David M.
Checkley (Alternate); Philip Cline; George
Craig; Edward C. Garvey; Aylene Goddard;
Edwin L. Grauel; Robert M. Ingraham; Peter
Lynn; Lynn O’Connor (Alternate); Peter
Powell; Carol Rogallo (Alternate); Olan Turner;
John F. Van Gilder; Pamella Bisker Vaughan
(Alternate); Garry Woodcock.

mation to:
Kirkley Ave., MclLean, VA 22101.

Margo Brown, 6636

HELP! HELP: HELP!

Your NEW AKA is looking for a name
for our news letter,
idea?
wel come.
Help out your Board of UDirectors
Send those suggestions:itlililill

Come on AKA members.

(Send to RED/Margo-we need ideas!)
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Kites & Crafts
600 Crain Highway S.W.
Glen Burnie, MD
21061
(301) 760-8585

Kites and Other Delights
99 W. 10 #111

Eu gene, 0R 97401
3) 345-L4856

The Kite Kompany, Inc.
33 W. Orange

Chagrin Falls, Oh 44022
2L7-4223

The Kite Store
973 Grand Ave.
Pacific Beach, CA 92109
(714) 270-2692

The Kitemakers of San Francisco

Space Al13, Pier 39
San Francisco, CA 94133
(L15) L21-62222

Postcard Palace
1220 N, State Street
Bellingham, WA 98225

windfall, Inc.
Newmarket - 2nd and Pine Sts.
Philadelphia, PA 19147

| (215) 923-5049

Have a breezy
Any and all suggestions are

COMMITTEES AND CHAIRS

BYLAWS: Theodore L. Manekin

CHAPTER DEVELOPMENT & STANDARDS:
John F. Van Gilder, 1925 Walnut St., SW.,
Seattle, WA 98116

NOMINATING: Olan Turner, 1628 S. Crescent
Blvd., Yardley, PA 19067;

WAYS & MEANS: Carla Sinz

PROMOTION & MEMBERSHIP: Philip Cline,
P.O. Box 845, Bowie, MD 20715

SAFETY & ETHICS: Aylene D. Goddard,
Route 1, Box 135, Kill Devil Hills, NC 27948

FESTIVALS & COMPETITIONS: Bevan Brown,
6636 Kirkley Ave., McLean, VA 22101

KITE INDUSTRY & TRADE SHOW: Judy
Neuger & Lynn O’Connor, 701 Shrader St.,
San Francisco, CA 94117

ANNUAL MEETING: Olan Turner

ARCHIVES & RECORDS DOCUMENTATION:
Robert S. Price, 3839 Dustin Rd ., Burtonsville,
MD 20730.




(continued from page 2)
sold thousands more of these metalized
kites. And in the past 20 years others
have made many thousands of small metalized
kites. None of the aforementioned kites
have caused any electrical problems to the
best of my knowledge, or yours as stated in
your memorandum., That is why I do not think
the problem is serious enough to require a
recall or repurchase of these small kites.
The evidence does indicate that the long
tailed dragon kites and similar long metal-
ized kites did present a serious problem,
but it appears that no more are being made.
I recommend your Regqulatory Alternative
3, that the Commission decide not to propose
any government regulatory action now. I
suggest that you work with the American
Kitefliers Association. (AKA) toward self
regulation. This action would be similar to
that in Hang Gliding, a much more hazard-
ous sport than small kite flying. For several
years hang gliding (even powered hang gliding)
has been self regulated by the United States
hang Gliding Association. If non-govern-
ment regulation of this popular form of
human flight is> even remotely possible, I
would think it would be logical for small
kites on a string. Incidently, I fly hang
gliders more often than I fly string kites.
I feel sure that the AKA and its mem-
bers will cooperate in trying to make kite
flying safe. In fact kitefliers are gen-
erally the victims rather than the crimimals
of any conflict between kites and electric
wires. Kites are non-electrical devices
that cannot by themselves shock anyone. It
is the electric wires that are the culprits
in encounters with kites, metal ladders, TV
antennae and many other things that in them-
selves are harmless, but when accidentally
contacting electric wires cause injuries
and deaths and property damage. Exposed
electric wires are not permitted where I

live. All wiring is underground, as it was
at the Langley Research Center where I
worked for 35 years. 1In nearby areas that
retain overhead wiring, such wiring is un-
sightly, unsafe, and unreliable for many
reasons including short circuits due to dust
and moisture and salt spray, and breakage
resulting from ice storms and high wind.
Eliminating overhead wiring as much as pos-
sible would be a good goal for all of us.

It is my personal opinion that kites
should not carry electrically conducting
surfaces or wires unless these conducting
elements are necessary for some useful func-
tion. For example, several years ago I was
requested by a Naval officer to design a
kite for carrying radar corner reflectors.
This effort led to the Rogallo Corner Kite
which was subsequently patented through the
NASA (pat. No. 3296617), with royalty free
rights for government use. Such kites,
which would of course require electrically
conductive surfaces, could have many uses
including emergency locations for people in
distress in remote areas of land or sea.
Also, instruments carrying kites have some-
times been flown on small wires that allowed
monitoring or recording of information at
the ground end of the line. 1 have partic-
ipated in such experiments. And of course
kites have been used to support radio antenna
wire ever since the early experiments by
Marconi. Such serious uses of kites should
not be banned simply because kites are some-
times flown by children.

Sincerely,
Francis M. Rogalle

A BIG THANK-YOU TO THOSE WHO ADDED TO
OUR "kite string' BY SENDING YOUR
AKA GENEROUS CONTRIBUTIONS:::

For return mail, help us by filling in your return T~
address on these three mailing labels:
f———— =

| T

! Name Date
1
Mailing | give permission to AKA to
Address reveal my name to other per-
H . Zip sons or to the public at large.
i Zip YES NO
--T_O_ _______________________ Check category of membership desired: DUES
SINGLEMEMBERSHIP. . ......ciiiireiiiiiinnnnnnasacnanana $5.00
1 FAMILY MEMBERSHIP (defined as living in the same household). .. .. 5.00
I | Other family members $1.00 each. List each name:
| 1.00
1 R
! _le 1.00
T —_——
TO: 1.00
i — 1.00
1
: i For Canada or Mexico, add $1.00; other foreign add $2.00...........
1 Total Remittance. .....
Zip: : Mail this application with check or money order to:
_______________________ 4 Waelca D. (Red) Braswell, President, AKA, 10,000 Lomond Drive, Manassas, VA 22110, USA




Ted Manekin, Rick Kinnaird and Red Braswell
met with Paul Garber, Director Emeratus of
the National Air and Space Museum, Smithson-
ian Institute, and made a video-tape re-
cording of the new kite exhibit on display
at NASM. Mr. Garber, the grand old man of
kite-flying, talked about the kites which
have been gathered at many times and from
many places. The tape is available in

5 inch VHS format on loan to AKA members
for mailing costs. Contact Red Braswell.

Setededeicle
PLEASE excuse the ''knots'' in my tail
(typographical errors) in this issue.
We figured getting another FAST info
letter to you was TOP PRIORITY! 7(
Thanks for understanding, Margo B

8’ *J{/‘/@x

It is with sadness that we note the pass-
ing of Frank Mots of Milwaukee, Wisconsin
last May. Mr. Mots was a well known and
loved kite figure, having shared his kites
all over this country and Canada. In 1971
he took a second place at the Smithsonian
Kite Festival in Washington, 0.C. dressed
in his tuxedo. His most famous kites
included; Frankenstein's Monster, the
cgyptian Torso Dancer, the Mexican Sun
God, and the widely viewed Circus Wagon
Wheel. In September 1978, a Kite
Festival was held in Milwaukee in his
honor. From this event the KITE SOCIETY
OF WISCONSIN was organized, Mrs. Mots
(ELMA) , who is member ship chairlady,
reports a membership of forty. The
American Kite Society honors Frank

Mots and salutes Mrs. Mots and the
KITE SOCIETY OF WISCONSIN.

Theodore L. Manekin

PAUL GARBER speaks about the KITE EXHIBIT
at the Smithsonian Air and Space Museum.
(see article about video-tape of Paul

and the exhibit)

Theodore L. Manekin

FRANCIS ROGALLO makes recommendations
to the Lonsumer Product Safety Com-
mission on kites.

(see text of Rogallo's letter inside)

AMERICAN KITEFLIERS ASSOCIATION
Welca D. (Red) Braswell, President

10,000 Lomond Drive

Manassas, Virginia 22110, USA
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