














CLIFF HANGING 

Your secr etary-cum- ed i t or is torn in 
two d ir ec� ions come the week e nd of May 1 2 .  
The exc it 1 ng ev ents with Tak eshi N i s hiba­
yash i in th e Washington , D .C .  area and the 
annual Hang Gl id ing Meet in Nag's Head ,  
N .C .  

Now I d o  not m e an t o  impl y that your 
sec . - cum-e d it or is read y  to j ump off a 
cl�ff - (at l east not without her h ang 
gl1d er) bu t she would l ik e  to thank those 
w�o h av e  hel ped h er r et ain h er flight. 
F1rst, al l of you wh o have se nt ar ticles 
and bl e s s  you wh o h ave sent them typed . 

' 

To Bot. J n graham a spl!c i a l  ,th,mk you l or 
c onse::n t 1 ng to do d. gUt!st col uJlln in our 
news l t! t tc r . Next , E:>vt:: ryone un my wond e r ­
f u l  s upportive team here in D . C .  - espec­
i a l l y  our Gnome , Wood E l l i s , who ma kes 
edi tori al l i fe bearabl e .  

Margo 

wow - GEE WH I Z  - Y I PPEE - HURRAH - CHEERS 

WEEKEfO OF OCTOBE R  4 , 5 , 6 , 7  

Reserve th e d a y s  around October 4 th 
thru the 7 th f or the AKA NATIONAL CONVEN­
TION AND COMPET I T I ON .  The AKA members in 
the Washington Metropo l i tan Area w i l l  be 
hosts for the N a t iona l  event t h i s  year . 
We w i l l  f l y  at the Man a s s a s  Batt l e f i e ld 
d > beautiful open and spacious nat {onal 

' 

P1!rk. Planning is now underway and more 
ln formatlon wi l l  be in our next news letter . 

FLYING INTO TOWN 

Takeshi Ni shibayash i , founder of the 
"Create a K i te Cl ub" in Japan and author 
of 'I'he Ki te of Crea t i  v i  ty w i l l  be in the 
Washlngton , D . C .  a rea the second week in 
Ma y .  K i t e  d emons trations by Nishi w i l l  be 
glven at Woodward and Lothrop s tores in 
�e fol l owing loca t i on s . -

May 10 - D ownt own 12 to 2 PM 
May 10 - T yson ' s Corner , VA 7 to 9 PM 
May 1 1  - Wheaton P l a za , MD 1 0  to 2 PM 

On May 1 2 , a f e s tival wil l be h e l d  a t the 
Downtown W & L ,  clos ing off G st a t  1 0th to 
1 1 th from 12 to 4 PM . N i shi and his kit e s  
wi l.l be among the activities . P l an to 
come . 

AMERICAN KITE FLIERS ASSOCIATION 

Welca D. (Red) Braswell, President 

10,000 Lomond Drive 

.Manassas, Virginia 221 10, USA 
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WHERE IS mE AWE ? 
by BOB INGRAlWI 

� . ..  ... 
� .... � . 

" .-

One of the puzzling aspects of the 
current :esurgence of kite flying is 
the seem�ng lack p'f know�edge concern­
ing kites which exists throughout a 
whole generation. Also a tremendous 
lack of interest. . - � 

This is most noticeable to me ,.men I 
am flying rather unusual kite s almost 
anywhere and observe the disinterested 
attitude of passersby . It is most 
notic eable among the 20 to 25 year� of 
age generation Nhich was very young at 
the time of the kite renaissance and 
knew little or nothing of kiting prior 
to that time. 

If I went out and flew an old fashion­
ed "diamond" kite on a blustery �,1arch 
day and no one paid any ?articular 
attention to it, I would not be surp­
rised. But ,�hen I am towing a huge 
Parafoil around in a blue sky with 
minimal winds holding i� aloft or a 
wide span delta floating lazily directly 
overhead l1hen ground winds seem non­
existent , it gives cause to Nonder ,·rhv 
it seems to excite no one but me . 

-

The attitude of the generation in 
question is probably explainable in 
the fact that flight in all forms was 
an established accompli shment at the . 
time of its entranc e into life ' s  drama . 
What is so remarkable about anything 
heavier than air swimming about in the 
sky in these times or gi;nt airliners , 
spacecraft and now the space" shuttle 
which everyone assumes Nill fly? 

To minds already dulled by a technol­
ogy so rapidly advancing as to leave 
a trail of misunderstanding and total 
l ack of comprehension, the return of 
kites to the sky just isn ' t  very phen­
omenal unle s s  you have a special interest 
or a talent in aerodynamic s .  The special 
interest can be purely esthetic but you 
have to have something to be interest-
ed 'enough in kites to build and fly 
them. 

It isn' t nec e ssary to understand 
bal listic s in order to be a successful 
skeet shooter nor do you have to under­
stand electronic s in order to turn on 
and fine tune a television set , but 
basic knOl'lledge conc erning the things 
lie do enhanc e s  them the ,more . There is 
a lack of knowledge concerning the rath­
er simplistic reasons for the flight of 
a kite and an even core abysmal lack 
of knowing why they perform in various 
ways under va..rying conditions . This 
ignorance c an be detrimental in develoo­
ing an interest in kiting since initiai 
attempts often resuLt in total failure 
and discourage further trie s .  

I t  is not my intention in this limited 
spac e to further. delve into the subject 
of kite aerodynamics but to initiate the 
subject which wil l be discus sed in 
future publications -- hopefully in a 
liay that is basically simple enough �o 
be understood. In short, you cannot 
apply the highly technical aerod::mamic s  
which apply to the flight o f  a n  airpl ane 
to that of a kite , which many novic es 
attempt to do . l'lhether vou like kites 
with clean aerodynanic lines or prefer 
to encumber them wi 1:h f101�ing tai l s  
and streamers ,  you shoul d know why they 
fly to enhance your interest and enjoy­
ment . 

-------------- 000 

UPDATE ON BOB INGHAIIAM 

Bob I n g raham has resumed th e manufac­
tur e  of the RAYCO llANO-HELD ROTARY RBEL 
wh ich he feel s is e ssen ti al to the fun 
fl ying of l i g h t  and medium ki tes . The 
AKA f ound er ,  wh9 manufactures under the 
name of Bob I n gr aham Deltas , invites 
inq uirie s  concer ning the r ee l ,  price and 
d e l ivery, ad dressed to 31 5 N orth Bayard 
ST , S il v e r  City, New Mexico 8 8 0 6 1 .  
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